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Introduction: When Radical LǎƴΩǘ 

Recently wŜǾΦ 5ŀǾƛŘ tƭŀǘǘΩǎ ōƻƻƪ Radical hit the New York Times best seller 
ƭƛǎǘΦ  ¢ƘŜ ōƻƻƪΩǎ ŜŘƛǘƻǊƛŀƭ ƛƴǘǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴ ǎŀȅǎ ǘƘƛǎΥ άLǘϥǎ Ŝŀǎȅ ŦƻǊ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴǎ 
to forget how Jesus said his followers would actually live, what their new lifestyle 
would actually look like. They would, he said, leave behind security, money, 
convenience, even family for him. They would abandon everything for the gospel. 
¢ƘŜȅ ǿƻǳƭŘ ǘŀƪŜ ǳǇ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎǊƻǎǎŜǎ ŘŀƛƭȅΦΦΦέ 
 

Remember the lawyer ǿƘƻ ŎŀƳŜ ǘƻ WŜǎǳǎ ŀƴŘ ǿŀƴǘŜŘ ǘƻ ƪƴƻǿ άǿƘƻ ƛǎ Ƴȅ 
ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǊέ ƛƴ ƻǊŘŜǊ ǘƻ άŘǳƳō Řƻǿƴέ ǘƘŜ ŘŜŦƛƴƛǘƛƻƴ ǎƻ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ ōŜŎŀƳŜ άŜŀǎȅέ 
instead of challenging (Luke 10:25-37)? We modern evangelicals are not so 
different.  We evangelicals have a way of watering down the demands of Jesus 
ŜǾŜƴ ǿƘŜƴ ǿŜ ǘƘƛƴƪ ǿŜΩǊŜ ōŜƛƴƎ Radical. 
 

But when the book gets down to illustrating exactly what it means to be so 
RadicalΣ ŀǘ ƭŜŀǎǘ ƻƴŜ ǊŜǾƛŜǿŜǊ ƳŀŘŜ ƛǘ ŎƭŜŀǊ ǘƘŀǘ wŜǾΦ tƭŀǘǘΩǎ ƛŘŜŀǎ just ǿŜǊŜƴΩǘ 
that radical!  Dr. Anthony Bradley writing for WORLD MAGAZINE online wrote a 
review called άLŦ tƭŀǘǘΩǎ wŀŘƛŎŀƭ ²ŀǎ wŀŘƛŎŀƭέ making clear that Radical simply 
reinforced  time worn stereotypes, repeated evangelical clichés, and presented a 
ǘǊǳƴŎŀǘŜŘ ǾƛŜǿ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ DƻƻŘ bŜǿǎ ƻŦ WŜǎǳǎ /ƘǊƛǎǘ ŀǎ LΩǾŜ ƳŜƴǘƛƻƴŜŘ elsewhere. 
The purpose of this e-book is NOT to tell people that the teachings of Radical are 
άŀƭƭ ōŀŘέ ōǳǘ ǘƻ ǎŀȅ άǘƘŜȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ Ǝƻ ŦŀǊ ŜƴƻǳƎƘέ ŀƴŘ why that is true.  Along the 
way some other skeletons in the evangelical closet will be exposed for good 
measure! But the most important reason for this work is to offer a SELECT FEW 
who have been challenged by the message of Radical  an opportunity to do 
something even MORE RADICAL than was suggested by Rev. Platt. 
 

wŜŀŘȅΚ [ŜǘΩǎ ƎŜǘ ƎƻƛƴƎΗ 
Rev. Chuck Huckaby 
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Chapter I: ά²ƘƛǘŜ {ǳǇŜǊƛƻǊƛǘȅ /ƻƳǇƭŜȄέ 

Dr. Anthony Bradley happens to be black. For that reason he is especially 
ǎŜƴǎƛǘƛǾŜ ǘƻ ƛǎǎǳŜǎ ƻŦ ǇŀǘŜǊƴŀƭƛǎƳΦ IŜǊŜΩǎ ǿƘŀǘ ƘŜ ƘŀŘ ǘƻ ǎŀȅ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ Radical: 

LƴŀŘǾŜǊǘŜƴǘƭȅΣ tƭŀǘǘ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜǎ ǘƘŜ ά²ƘƛǘŜ aŜǎǎƛŀƘέ ƴŜƻ-paternalism 
common among justice-ƻǊƛŜƴǘŜŘ ȅƻǳƴƎŜǊ ŜǾŀƴƎŜƭƛŎŀƭǎΦ bŜŀǊƭȅ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ tƭŀǘǘΩǎ 
illustrations of living radically to help the poor are of white evangelicals 
ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ άƛƴƴŜǊ-ŎƛǘȅΣέ ƻǊ ǎƻƳŜ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƛƴƎ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅ ƻŦ ƴƻƴ-Caucasians, to 
find the helpless brown, yellow, needy, and ignorant natives who need 
white Christians to solve their problems. A truly radical approach would also 
ǎŜƴŘ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴǎ ǘƻ ǿƘŜǊŜǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǾƛƭ ƛǎ ŘŜǎǘǊƻȅƛƴƎ DƻŘΩǎ ƎƻƻŘ ŎǊŜŀǘƛƻƴ όм 
John 3:8)τin trailer parks, Western Europe, Australia, rural America, and 
the suburbs. Christians follow Christ wherever the curse is found. For 
exampleΣ ŀŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǘŜǎǘ ŎŜƴǎǳǎ ŘŀǘŀΣ пп ǇŜǊŎŜƴǘ ƻŦ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀΩǎ ǇƻƻǊ 
ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ǿƘƛǘŜ ǿƘƛƭŜ нр ǇŜǊŎŜƴǘ ƛǎ ōƭŀŎƪΣ ōǳǘ ȅƻǳ ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ 
from reading Platt. 

L ŎŀƴΩǘ ƘŜƭǇ ōǳǘ ŀƎǊŜŜ ǿƛǘƘ .ǊŀŘƭŜȅ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ǇŀǘŜǊƴŀƭƛǎƳ ƛǎ completely 
inadvertent, but it exists nevertheless.  We can watch The Blind Side and lament 
ǘƘŜ ǇŀǘƘŜǘƛŎ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ŀ ȅƻǳƴƎ ōƭŀŎƪ Ƴŀƴ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ƛƴ aŜƳǇƘƛǎΩ άǇǊƻƧŜŎǘǎέ ōǳǘ 
the truth is, folks, that ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ άǇǊƻƧŜŎǘǎέ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƎŜǘ ŀƴȅ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ƛŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ǇƻƻǊ 
and white. Being in an otherǿƛǎŜ ƛŘȅƭƭƛŎ άŎƻǳƴǘǊȅέ ƻǊ ά{Ƴŀƭƭ !ƭƭ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ ¢ƻǿƴέ 
ǎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƻŦŦǎŜǘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳΦ ¢ƘŜ άǿŀȅ ƻǳǘέ here seems just as remote and 
the path is just as hard ς if not harder.  

But the average Christian reading Radical who would step on the gas when 
having tƻ ŘǊƛǾŜ ōȅ ǘƘŜ άǇǊƻƧŜŎǘǎέ ƛƴ ŀ ōƛƎ Ŏƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ƛƴǿŀǊŘƭȅ ǎƘƛǾŜǊ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ ƻŦ 
ǘƘŜ ǊŜŀƭ ƴŜŜŘǎ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ƎƛǾŜ ŀ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǇƻƻǊ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ƛƴ 
άǇǊƻƧŜŎǘǎέ ƛƴ ŀ ǊǳǊŀƭ ǘƻǿƴ ƻǊ ƛƴ ƘƻǳǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ƻŦǘŜƴ ǿƻǊǎŜ ς in run down trailer 
parks that dot small town America. 

²ƛǘƘ .ǊŀŘƭŜȅΣ LΩƭƭ ŎƻƴǘŜƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ǘǊǳƭȅ άǊŀŘƛŎŀƭέ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ 
ǘƻ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜǎŜ άƘŀǊŘ ǇƭŀŎŜǎέΦ  

LŦ ȅƻǳ ǘƘƛƴƪ ŎƭƛƳōƛƴƎ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ǇƻǾŜǊǘȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ά.ƛƎ /ƛǘȅέ ƛǎ ǊƻǳƎƘΣ ǘǊȅ ŘƻƛƴƎ ƛǘ 
out in rural America! The city at least has these advantages for those who want to 
άǘǊȅέΦ ¦ǎǳŀƭƭȅ ǳǊōŀƴ ŀǊŜŀǎ ƘŀǾŜ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǎǘƛƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ƴŜŜŘ ŦƻǊ ƭƻǿ ǎƪƛƭƭŜŘ 




